RICK HICKS MINISTRIES

Created in the Image of God
If God Is Spirit, What Does His Image Mean in Us?

Primary Scripture: Genesis 1:26-27; John 4:24; Colossians 3:10 (KJV)

"Being made in God's image does not mean that we look like God physically. It
means that God created us to reflect something of who He is and to live in
relationship with Him."

Introduction - A Question Worth Asking

I once found myself thinking about a question that sounds simple until you really stop and consider it: If
God is a Spirit, how can man be made in the image of God? Genesis says that God created man in His
own image, but Jesus tells us plainly in John 4:24 that God is a Spirit. So what exactly does the image of
God mean?

| believe questions like this are worth asking. We do not have to be afraid of questions when they send us
back to Scripture. Sometimes a question that first seems difficult becomes a doorway into seeing just how
deliberately and wonderfully God created us.

1. God's Image Is More Than Physical Appearance

Genesis 1:26 records God saying, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness." The next verse says
that God created male and female in His image. Scripture is not telling us that the invisible God simply has
a human-shaped body and that we physically resemble Him.

God created the human body, and our bodies matter. But the image of God reaches deeper than our
outward appearance. Human beings were created with a spiritual dimension, moral awareness, reason,
creativity, the ability to love and communicate, and the capacity for relationship with God and with one
another. We are creatures, not little gods, but we were created differently from everything else described in
the creation account.

2. We Were Created to Know Our Creator

One of the greatest parts of being made in God's image is that we were created for relationship with Him.
We can pray. We can worship. We can hear God's Word and respond to it. We can love Him, trust Him,
obey Him, and seek Him.

That helps me understand why nothing else in life can completely fill the place that belongs to God. We can
build careers, homes, families, plans, and accomplishments. Those things may be blessings, but none of
them can become our Creator. There is something within us that was made to know the One who made us.

3. God's Image Gives Every Human Life Value

If every person is created in the image of God, then human worth cannot be measured by money,
education, health, age, ability, position, or usefulness. Our value begins with the God who created us.
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That changes the way we look at ourselves, and it should change the way we look at other people. The
person who agrees with me and the person who does not, the strong and the weak, the person at the
beginning of life and the person near its end - each bears the dignity of being a human being created by
God. We may see lives broken by sin, pain, and poor choices, but we should never forget whose creation
we are looking at.

4. Sin Damaged the Reflection, but Did Not Defeat God's Purpose

Genesis does not stay in the beauty of creation for long. Sin enters the story. Humanity's relationship with
God is broken, and the effects touch every part of life. The image has not disappeared, but the way we
reflect God's character has been distorted by sin.

That is why Christianity is not simply a message telling people to try harder to become good. We need
more than improvement. We need redemption. We need Jesus Christ.

5. In Christ, God Is Restoring What Sin Has Damaged

Colossians 3:10 speaks of the "new man," which is renewed in knowledge after the image of the One who
created him. Salvation is not God throwing away His original purpose for humanity. In Christ, He begins
restoring us.

As we grow in Christ, the Holy Spirit works within us. Love begins replacing hatred. Forgiveness begins
replacing bitterness. Truth begins replacing deception. Humility begins replacing pride. We are not
becoming God; we are becoming more like the people God intended us to be, reflecting the character of
Christ.

6. Jesus Shows Us What a Life Fully Submitted to God Looks Like

When we want to understand God's heart toward humanity, we look to Jesus. He showed compassion
without compromising truth. He served rather than demanding to be served. He touched people others
avoided. He forgave. He obeyed the Father. And He gave Himself for us.

The Christian goal is not merely to become more religious. It is to become more like Christ. The closer we
walk with Him, the more His character should be seen in the way we speak, forgive, serve, love, and treat
people.

What Does This Mean for Me Today?

Maybe you have looked at your life and wondered whether you matter. Maybe mistakes, grief, illness,
failure, or the words of other people have made you question your worth. Your worth did not begin with their
opinion. It began with your Creator.

And maybe the question for us is not only, '"Am | made in God's image?' Scripture has answered that.
Perhaps the deeper question is, 'What kind of reflection am | giving the world?' When people encounter
me, do they see mercy? Truth? Grace? Patience? Love? Do they see something that points them toward
Jesus Christ?

Conclusion - Created on Purpose
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You are not an accident of creation. Humanity was made intentionally by God, given dignity by God, and
created for relationship with God. Sin has wounded that relationship, but Jesus Christ came to reconcile us
to the Father and begin the work of making us new.

Being made in the image of God is not about looking like God. It is about belonging to the Creator
who made us to know Him, to reflect His character, and to live for His purpose.

So when | ask, 'If God is a Spirit, how can man be made in God's image?' | come away with something
greater than an explanation. | come away reminded of who made me, why my life matters, and whom my
life is meant to reflect.

Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for creating us in Your image and giving every human life value and purpose.
Thank You that even though sin has broken and distorted so much, You did not abandon us. Thank You for
Jesus Christ, who came to redeem us and bring us back into relationship with You. Help us to see
ourselves as Your creation and to see others with the dignity You have given them. Through Your Holy
Spirit, continue to shape our hearts so that our words, choices, love, forgiveness, and service reflect Jesus
Christ. May our lives point people toward You. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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