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RICK HICKS MINISTRIES

The Holy Spirit in the Believer
God With Us, God In Us, God Working Through Us

Primary Scripture: John 14:16-17, 26; Ephesians 1:13-14; Galatians 5:22-25 (KJV)

"The Holy Spirit is not a reward for becoming a better Christian. He is God's
presence in the believer, given because we belong to Jesus Christ."

Introduction - Is the Holy Spirit Really Working in Me?
I have asked a question that I believe many Christians ask, even if they do not always say it out loud: If I

am saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, how is the Holy Spirit active in me? Is His work based on

something I do? Do I have to reach a certain spiritual level before He begins working in my life?

Those questions matter because it is easy to turn the Christian life into a measuring stick. We look at

somebody else's experience, their gifts, their prayer life, or the way they worship, and we wonder whether

we are missing something. But Jesus did not describe the Holy Spirit as a prize for the strongest believers.

He promised the Spirit to those who belong to Him.

1. The Holy Spirit Is God's Gift, Not Our Achievement
Jesus told His disciples that the Father would give them "another Comforter" who would abide with them

forever. He said, "he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you" (John 14:16-17). The Christian life is not simply

us trying harder to follow Jesus from a distance. God gives His Spirit to dwell within His people.

Ephesians 1:13-14 says that after hearing the word of truth and believing in Christ, believers are sealed

with the Holy Spirit of promise. That order is important. We are not saved because we first demonstrate

enough spiritual fruit or discover enough spiritual gifts. Salvation rests in Jesus Christ. The Spirit's

presence is God's seal that we belong to Him.

2. The Holy Spirit Teaches and Reminds Us of Christ
Jesus said in John 14:26 that the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, would "teach you all things" and bring His

words to remembrance. One of the Spirit's great works is continually directing us toward Jesus and helping

God's Word become more than information on a page.

There have been times in my own life when I did not have all the answers. I have learned that faith is not

having every question answered; it is knowing whom I will trust when the answers do not come. The Holy

Spirit works in those seasons too - reminding us of truth, bringing Scripture back to our hearts, convicting

us, comforting us, and keeping our attention on Christ.

3. The Holy Spirit Changes the Way We Live
Galatians 5 speaks about the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

meekness, and temperance. Notice that Scripture calls this fruit. Fruit grows because there is life within.
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We should desire spiritual growth, pray, study Scripture, worship, obey God, and remain sensitive to His

leading. But those things do not purchase the Holy Spirit. They are ways we cooperate with the God who is

already at work in us. A branch does not manufacture life by straining harder. It remains connected to the

source of life, and fruit begins to appear.

Sometimes growth is dramatic. Often it is quieter. Maybe we forgive where we once would have held a

grudge. Maybe we find peace in a situation that once would have controlled us. Maybe we become more

patient, more compassionate, or quicker to listen. Do not overlook those changes. The work of the Spirit is

not always loud, but it is real.

4. Gifts Are for Service, Not Status
The New Testament also speaks about gifts of the Spirit. God equips His people in different ways for the

good of the body of Christ. The purpose of a spiritual gift is not to prove that one Christian is more spiritual

than another. Gifts are given for service.

That means I do not have to possess every gift to know that the Holy Spirit is present in my life. Nor should

I measure another believer by whether that person has the same gift or experience I have. God knows the

body He is building. Our responsibility is to make ourselves available to Him and faithfully use what He has

placed in our hands.

5. We Can Resist His Leading Without Losing His Faithfulness
Scripture tells believers not to grieve the Holy Spirit and not to quench the Spirit. Those warnings show that

our response matters. We can ignore conviction. We can choose our own way. We can become spiritually

dull. But even those warnings are addressed to people in whom God is already working.

The answer is not fearfully wondering every morning whether God has left us. The answer is surrender:

Lord, show me what needs to change. Teach me through Your Word. Help me obey what You show me.

Produce in me what I cannot produce by myself.

What Does This Mean for Me Today?
Maybe you have wondered whether you are spiritual enough for God to use. Maybe you have compared

your Christian life with someone else's. Maybe you have expected the Holy Spirit always to feel dramatic

and have missed the quiet evidence of His work.

If you have trusted Jesus Christ, begin with what God has promised rather than with what you happen to

feel today. Thank Him for His presence. Open His Word. Pray honestly. Obey the truth He shows you. Ask

Him to grow His fruit in your life and to use whatever gifts He has given you for the good of others and the

glory of Christ.

We do not pursue the Holy Spirit so that we can become important. We yield to the Holy Spirit so that

Jesus Christ becomes more evident in us.

Conclusion - We Do Not Walk Alone
The Christian life was never meant to be lived by our strength alone. Jesus promised His disciples that He

would not leave them comfortless. God has not saved us and then told us to figure out the rest by
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ourselves.

The Holy Spirit teaches, reminds, convicts, comforts, produces fruit, equips for service, and points us

continually toward Jesus Christ. Our part is not to earn His presence. Our part is to trust God, remain

available, and walk with Him.

You may not always feel what God is doing inside you. But if you belong to Christ, you are not
walking alone. God is present, God is working, and He is still shaping your life.

Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You for saving us by Your grace through Jesus Christ. Thank You that You have

not left us to walk this life alone. Thank You for the Holy Spirit, who teaches us, comforts us, convicts us,

and continues to point us toward Jesus. Forgive us for the times we have resisted Your leading or

compared our walk with someone else's. Help us to recognize Your work in our lives. Grow Your fruit in us.

Show us how to use the gifts You have given us to serve others. Teach us to listen, to obey, and to trust

You even when we do not understand everything You are doing. May our lives make Jesus Christ known.

In His name we pray. Amen.


